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Camp Txtott, Nkab Richmond, Jun* 25. 18S2.
Th# rebels seem to be fully eatlsQed that they can

gaia nothing, but must lose everything, by collision* with
th# Army of the Potomac. Besides, they have a whole¬
some terror of General McClellan, and say Uioy cannot

¦^Hec->mprehend his method of conducting war^Hence, for
th# pest few days, th# enemy's attacks on our lines have
almost entirely ceased, and, until this morning, open
hostilities have boon lately confined, even in this depart
meal, to th* usual aflalrs between pickets and tho occa¬

sional dropping of a shell among the enemy.
In a violent thunder storm which raged yesterday the

scene presented was on* of awful grandeur. One of our

batteries was busy shelling the enemy. The gun* were

large and the explosions loud. They were folly rivalled
by the artillery of nature, however, which was the loud¬
est I ever heard, and the flashes from our large guns,
reflected on th* dark clouds, were far surpassed by the
flashes of lightning which darted through the heavens-
There were also shtrp cracks or musketry and aharp i

crashing thundar simultaneously with it, so that 1,
was sometimes difficult to discern which was thunder
end which was muskatry.
Our troops have been engaged In clearing

fha woods in onr front, and considerable pro¬
gress towards Richmond has lately been made
in this way. In one direction, after a handsome skir¬
mish, In which the rebels In foree were driven before us

from ride pits and abatis. General Hooker's column
advanced this morning three-quarters of a mil* towards
Richmond, and have since maintained thalr ground. A
new line of Intreiichments may be established on this
new ground, and by means of them we can outflank "the
hill In front of the old tavern," upon which the onemy
have erected a fort, and which Is thought to be the key
to the doomed city. To-morrow will, perhaps, decide
how soon the advantageous position will be oure. Our
loss in tlio skirmish of to-day, which I have mentioned
was quittfaerlBus.report puts It as high as two hundred
killed and wounded; but that of the enemy was heavier.
Your correspondence from that corps will doubtless fur-
o lsh an account of lb* affair, however.

As I writ* th* rebels have mad* a daah at the pickets
In front of General Sumner's corps, and the retraat of th*
momant compels me to discontinue writing for the pre¬
sent.

Whit* Horn, 99,1M8
Tbe tattla of yeeterday *u not ao sanguinary in ita

charaetar aa waa first supposed. Oar lost in killed and
wounded will not number over thres hundred man.

Compared with tba Important raault achieved it waa

cheaply bought, and waa a complete triumph of our

arms. Our army has mad# a general advance oa the
enemy one or two miles beyond the place where they
were for the past two weeks. The "colls of the ser¬

pent" are closely environing the enemy's position, and
the spires of tba church steeples of Richmond are In

sight of a portion of our Unas. General McClellan la now

(n hiaeecood hue of seigs parallels, la an impreguabls
position to any fores ths rebels may bring against Inns.
Una railroad train load of wounded from yesterday *

oattie were brought down bare lata last night. They
war* Immediately placed on board the hospital steam¬
boat Knickerbocker, and left for Fortress Monroe at

daylight thie morning. The I-ouisiana is now takiog on

board another detachment of the wounded.
Captain Spencer, of the United State# Army, lately

doing duly with the Army of the Potomac, was arttetsd,
It Is alleged, by order of Uen McClellan, and placed In
.loss oonfinoment. He was brought to this port at.d put
so hoard the gunboat Marblebead. The alleged eharga

the accused is disloyalty to the Union. It ap
that tba uncle of the prisoner is a Judge In the

Itald Of Maryland, and was recently arrested for some

irregularity In bis official conduct tending to disloyalty.
Capl. Bpenoer, who was educated undsr the fostering
oar* of Ma one)#, upon learning of tbe arreet of bis
benefactor, laid down hie aword end refused duly. The
prlsodor will be peal to Fort Lafayette.
The Whltd Hoods, tbe property of Fits Hugh Leo, about

which so much fbso has boon mad* by a few mad lie
tome fault finding Congreeemen, la now occupied by the
{liters of Charity, who bavo corns hare a* hospital
. uiaes. The building wan uceuitab'afor hospital pur.
.ones, It being entirely ton small. Hence Ha disposal,
« I have already stated.

Is Fbokt or RpsMoro, Jans 20, 1S02.
On Tuesday night the regiments composing Hooker's

divist n received orders to fold tbeir biankots at an

early b«ur the following roornieg, provide on* day s ra.

.tons In their havaraacke, and move to the front at seven

eVlSnk. Lai border was promptly attended to, and at

iher b"ur the whole division waa drawn uo la line of bet-

go. Ab'utcLht o'clock tba aniumesoed The

Una, composed of the First Massachusetts regiment, Ool.
Osrls., deployed as skirmishers, advanced across aa
OS'S* fteld in front of the woods which the rebels occu¬

pied. Firing b tweoc the pickets now-commenced. and
the Flrit Massachusetts still advaaeing, the rebels
fell back upon their reserve. Our reserves, com¬

posed of the Excelsior and New Jersey brigades,
assisted by a portion of tieneiai Grover's brigades,
the First, Eleventh and Sixteenth Massachusetts, Second
New Hampshire and the Twenty-sixth reniisylvaniai
now came up, driving the rebels out of the woods which
they occupied into a peach orchard beyond. Our men
then advanced to the woods and held them, though the
rebels oontimied their musketry Sre. It was now about
eleven o'clock, and all firing had ceased, except a few
stray shots between the pickets. At this time there
was but vsry little less on each side, when two Napoleon
guns, used for throwing grape, c .meter and shrapnel,
were moved Into the woods, opening tire upon the eueiuy
and doing great execution. Between twelve and one

o'clock an order to advance was received,and the whole
advanced in lice of battle end moved forward to lake
the rebel rifle pita. They advanced iu good order, and
were received with a volley of musketry, which was

promptly returned by our men. Tbelnusketry firing
was continued on both sides for nearly three-quarters of
an hour, volley following volley In rapid succession
by regiments end brigades, when the rebels made
a bayonet charge, fixing their gueg in position and
Starting towards our man la double quick. Our mon¬
ths First and Eleventh Massachusetts, and the Twenty
sixth Pennsylvania regiments.stood ready to receive
them. On oante the rebels, yelling likb a pack of devils,
towards our bravo boys, who wore ia line of battle.
When the enemy arrived in front, and were in the act of
orceslng bayonets, they wars alarmed at the firm front
and courage of our soldiers, breaking line and retreating
in great disorder. On their hsels were the Union troops,
who drove them more than half a mile at the point or
the bayonet, forcing them into their own rifle pits, and,
continuing the charge, compelled them to evacuate the
rifle pits and take shelter in the woods beyond. Our
men then took possession of ths rifle pits and held them,
continuing to do so until reinforced, and at a late hour
last night they were still held by our men. The enemy
fell in heaps in this glorious chargt, the ground being
covered with the fallen rebels. They managed,however,
to remove most of their killed and wounded in their re'

t:eat, so that tbeir actual loss Is not known; but from 75
to 100 killed and wounded were picked up by our men.

The wounded wore sent to the various hospitals,
and received the same care as our men. It is
thought that more fell In this charge than
the splendid one at the battle of Fair Oaks.
Artillery now poured its deadly Are upon them
from every direction; shot and shell flying thick
and fast in the woods where the rebels had retreated to,
who replied by repeated volleys of musketry, with but
iittle heavy firing. About half-past four o'clock the one*

my undertook a flank movement on the left to captur*
one of our batteries, but were repulsed by General
Kearney's division, with a very heavy loss on their
eiils.
An account of one of ths first of our wounded says:.

After we wore drawn up in line of battle, Gring com¬

menced. The whole of Hooker's division wers drawn up
in Una, except a brigade which was holding a redoubt,
and which wore bold in reserve. They were afterwards
brought into action. Lieutenant Fched, of Company F.
Seventh regiment New Jersey Volunteers, was one of
the first killed. The First Massachusetts took the ad'
vanco, and Company B of the Second New Hampshire
regiment (sharpshooter) were ordered to the front with
them. When I was carried off wo had taken one of the
rebel redoubts.
Another of the wounded, James McCarthy, of company

D, Second raiment, Excelsior Brigade, says that the
Eleventh Massachusetts made a bayonet charge, and
drove the rebels out of some woods which they occupied,
the rebels retreating panic stricken.
He also said tbat General Sicklos had two horses shot

under him, and that the last hs saw of him he was in the
woods, sword lu hand, without a horse, and encouraging
his men forward.
A rebel, named Roberts, belonging to the Fourth Geor¬

gia regiment, waa captured. He was badly wounded in
the left arm, near the shonlder, ao that amputation was

necessary. Hs was one of the first shot on the other
side. He says that whon our man eommsncsd ths attack
the Fourth Georgia regiment were on picket, and that
our firing was returned by the rebels. He adds that
previous to ths attack there waa soma firing between the
pickets, the rebele oommenoing. Thty ware answered
by firing from oar pickets.
One of the Nineteenth Massachusetts, which suffered

very severely In killed and wounded, eaye:."Between
eight and uine o'clock the regiment, under oommand of
Colonel Edward W. Hicks, was drawn up in line
of battle, and soon after entered the woodi directly
In front, near the centre; Company E, the right flank
company, were thrown out as skirmishers. Two or
three advancea were made by the regiment, in all aa
vancing about two handred foot, obliquely to the right,
and finally forming on the right of Sicklee' brigade,
where they ehortly after reoetved the fire of the enemy
Xhey fought until eleven o'clock, and lost, in killed,
wounded and missing, nearly aixty men. Company K,
who acted ae skirmisher* on the right, drew the fire of
the whole brigade or the enemy, and received sever*1
volleys from entire regiments. The enemy had sharp¬
shooters in ths trses, who fired upon us with deadly
aim, killing and wounding several. First Lieutenant
James H. Rice, of Company F, was one of ths first wound¬
ed in this way, receiving a severe Hash wound in the
thigh."
Colonel A. G Morrison volunteered his services on

Gensrai Palmare staff. He was wounded in the left arm,
and had two llager* amputated. His horst was also
shot under him. He was formerly a resident or Rich
mond, was familiar with the roads, and waa attempting
to keep the right flank from ambuscade when be was
shot in the hand.

1 lsarn that on Tuesday night last a skirmish occurred
between the pickets of the enemy and those under com-
inaud or Captain Clark, of company A, Twenty-ninth
Massachusetts. Our pickets wsse attacked, and a man
wounded and taken prisoatr. The fire jras promptly re¬
turned by our men, who Ml beck on their reserves. It
is reported thst nine of the enemy were killed.
The dsy previous the pickets under command .f Cap.

tain Leach Company C of the tame regiment, were also
attacked by the pickets of the enemy. One of our men,
named Geerge Brown, was killed, and another, named
Klenham Charles, wounded in the hip, shattering the
bone sligbtly. Brown wse shot in the neck, the ball
coming out on tbe opposite side, killing bim almost in¬
stantly. Hie equipments, gun, watch, end about forty
dollars in money, were stolen from him by the rebels.
A report has been in circulation here for the last two

or three days that there wse a fight in Riabmond on

Monday night laat between some Vortu Carolina and Vir¬
ginia troops, and that they used both grape and canister.
Several were killed.

Cakf Victory, Nub Ricbmoxd, June 2#, 1882.
There baa been iomi lively skirmishing la front or

our tines within ib« pant twenty-four hours. la addition
to the skirmlah which occurred In Oeoeral Hooker's di¬
vision yesterday morning, wo had two brisk ones yes¬
terday afternoon about four o'clock,and this morning
about one o'clock. While tbs rebels were assailing and
driving in the pickets or Hooker's division the Sixty-
third regiment New York Volunteers, Colonel John
Burke, bad orders to push forward yesterday afternoon
as far aa they could, and to bold the ground that they
ah ouId gain. They did push forward, and drove the
enemy before ihem gallantly, and gained half a mile
which they have since held. By appearing suddenly on
the left flank of the enemy they also took him by sur¬

prise, and cheeked considerably the impetuosity of his
assault upon General Honker's pickets. The loss of the
Sixty-third in this affair was only five men wounded.
More or loss skirmishing look piece now In all direc¬
tions, and batteries were brought into play on both
rides. The rebels soon discontinued the flght, and re¬

tired, however, and several of our batteries bombarded
their camp for upwards of an hour without eliciting a

response. The loss of the rebels was severe, and I un¬

derstand that the losa in Hooker's division was also con¬

siderable. Till tea o'olock P. M. all was bow compara¬
tively quiet- A* that hour the rebels made a dash
at our working parties, who wars detailed to eleer
sway the wo dt Is our front; bat wore re-

pulsed by our plakrts. The click of the axes

against the stalely sons of the forrest, or the
crash of falllag timber, mU-glsd now with tbs
crack of a distant rifls In the advanced pickets
through the stillness of n lonely night There was do

moonlight, end little light of any kind till one o'clock
this morning, when the camp wis startled by what
teamed to mi at flrst a close crash of tbnadsr, but when
it was repeated again and again, and the sleep was fairly
shaken from my syes, 1 perceived It was heavy volleys
of musketry. The enemy had attacked Hooker's divi¬
sion In force to regain the ground they had lost ysster.

<Uy, and to Irp and capture or dieyore* our working
parttaw. go oloco war* the voileya the! I feared for U
momeat the kmbj bed oucceodod to reaching the oamp
of the Seventy-first regiment, tat which 1 wee sleeping.
A desperate bottle occurred tat Hooker'e column. Colo¬
nel Burke woe protecting the working parties in our

front , with three companies of bis regiment deployed as

skirmishers, and the balance held about forty paces In re¬

serve. The rebels adopted a now and masterly plan for
wiping them eut this time. They advauoed in column
by sagtmeuU, four or drain number The advanced
regiment fired and threw themselves on the ground, and
the seoond in advance did the same, and so'ou till their
last regiment had fired. This was all tlio work of a quar¬
ter of a miuuto. They then rose, thinking, doubtless,
our pioketa were annihilated, but our man, by Burke's
orders, threw themselves on the ground, behind logs, at
the enemy's drat discharge, and remained there till bis
last regiment bad fired, when, to the astonishment of
their foes, they raised themselves suddenly and opoued
a dreadfully accurate lire upon the enemy by companies,
which was maintained with so rnuoh spirit that
the whole force of the enemy were soon com¬

pelled to give way before it and dy in hot hasto, leaving
tho ground strewn with their dead and dying. The ene¬

my's l. asses wers so dense that our flrs told upon him
at this point with frightful ailed, and the ground was so

swampy and uneven that ha could not escape till num¬
bers of bis men had fallen. The effector our firing on

this occasion may bs judged from tha fact that from lbs
instant it commenced the rebels never attempted any¬
thing but panio stricken flight. The battle commenced
with a rebel yell and ended with a Union cheer. The
stillness of early morning again succeeded this stormy
scene, and the working parties continued their labors
without further interruption, while to tho former sounds
ware now added tho moans of the wounded soldiers. So
far this morning all baa been quiet, except the occasional
throwing of a bomb on the mass, or a rifle in the hands
or a picket. The following are the names of soma of tho
wounded jn tho Sixty-third regiment. Their total loss
was flftoen men wounded in the atlair of this morning:.
Ruber! N. Sawot), Bernard Foley, Charles McCarty, Ser
geont Hart, John Humpley, Thus. Counory, Luke Kava-
uagh, John Madden and Michael McCarthy.
Our lines have been advanced considerably since yos-

terduy, and every day brings fresh evidence that tho
doom of the besieged capital of the rebellion is close at

hand.

THE LAST SAHGUINARY FIGHTS
The Battles of Thursday, Fri¬

day and Saturday,
&c., &c.,Ac.

THE FIRST DAY.

Battli Fisld xbab Mscbaiticbvillb, June 26, 1862.
The right wing of the Fotomao army has been the

scene of a battle to-day of more than common duration
and fierceness. The result has only been the carrying
out to fuller confirmatlcn the remark of General McClel-
lan.that the Army of the Potomac bos never yet sus¬

tained a check. We have beaten the enomy, and
a glorious victory is ours. Our loss, consider¬
ing the time we were engaged, is sma'.l.
about two hundred killed, wounded and missing being
the present estimate. There is every reason to believe
that the loss of tbs enemy is more than double ours, and
that notwithstanding they had noarly twice as many
man In tbs action.
The enemy made the attack. A demonstration bad been

looked for from them for several days, and hence our

men were in readiness.and when are thoy otherwise.
tn repel the attack. About two o'clock this afternoon
the rebels were seen advancing in large force across the
Cbickahorainy, near the railroad, close by Mechanics-
villa, where General McCall baa been encamped since

occupying a position on our front lines. Planting their
batteries In good position on our roar, they
opened fire. Quietly the batteries of this
division were wheeled into place, and a vigorous re¬

sponse began. The roar of artillery was dssfenlng, but
soon ths crack of volloya of musketry united In swelling
the tumultuous roar of tbs battle.

OSXERAL M'CAIX'S BOLDXSSS.

Our men were drawn up in line of battle directly facing
the enemy. It was a bold pitce of work, seeing
that the enemy were manifestly largely superior
to us in numbsrs. It was no determination
or wish of ths regiments constituting the Pennsylvania
reserves to seek the protecting cover of woods or

marshes, either of which they might have selected, but
come out in square, open fight. The work soon waxsd
warm, as the enemy showed a disposition to accept the
challenge to open combat.an acceptance, doubtless,
based, however, on full confidence in their capacity to

come out first best in ths fight.
THS BCCETA11S SCBROCBDBD.

The First Pennsylvania Rifles (Rucktails) were

on picket duty as the enemy first marchsd
on us, making n rapid advance through the
intervening lowlanda and* forests. Ths firsl
thing the Bucktalis knew they were almas*
completely surrounded. Seeing the position thsy were

in, end having no disposition to go to Richmond In ad¬
vance of the grand army, they set themselves at work

vigorously to get out of the difficulty. It was no easy
job, but they did more toward accomplishing their pur.
posetban ten rebel regiments similarly situated could have
done. They cut their way fairly out, but mostol company
K, who happened to be the first surrounded, wore taken

prisoners. The rest were soon in rifle pits, and they
peppered the enemy with s sauclness carrying with it a

fueling of revenge. And they bad their reveuge. The
rebels left as many dsad on tbs fluid shot by Buoktail
rifles as members of ths regiment they bore away cap¬
tive with them.

B1AT or TBS BATTLI.

Abeut sis o slock the battle reged with fiercest fury
Advancing down at tbs rear uf Meohanicsvllle, on a low'
swampy pice of ground, where our men were

drawn up behind earthworks and rifle pita, tke
oonfliol became Indescribably terrific. With des

perate courage, the rebels attempted to spring
forward over the torching ground, but tbey
were mowed down without mercy In their wallowing*
In the mire.
A ohsrge of cavalry was attempted about tbis time,

but the horses, like the men, became mired. Some of
our oavalry sesing their conditiou charged down the hill;
the rebel equestrians left their horses and took to their
basis.
Disappointed In these attempts to win ths day, the

enemy attempted s flank movement. Now came the
time of eloseet contest. Our men would not yield a rod
from their position.

gcmca:. whim h division to th* mmccb.

During tb* height of th* cannonading General Morell's
dlvlnlon arrired on tb* ground. They reached th*
ie*a* of the engagement about ale o'clock la th* even'

ing. With bold front th* reinforcing division marched
up in fa** of th* flying *h*lla, General Moral! and hla
staff leading tb* advancing column. Only en* brigade
waa called into action.th* Seeond brigade.under com.
mandof General Griffin, who only three hour* b«for*
bad aeeumed th* command by right of a*niority over

Colonel McQuade. Tb* brigade came up on double quick,
ready and anger to lend n helping hand In aeeuring to
eur alda the fortunee of tb* day.
The brigade waa ordered to relieve th* centre of Gene'

fal McCall's column. Th* Fourth Miohigan, Colonel
Woodbury, and Fourteenth New York Volunteer*,Col.
McQuade, formed In tin* of battle In front, taking
th* place of two of Gonorat McCaii's regiment*, while
behind them, likewie* drawn up in line of battle, were

th* SUtynecond Pennsylvania, Colonel Black, and
Ninth MaasachuaetU regiment j Colonel Cage.
Meantime a battalion of Colonel Garden's Sharp-

ghooters, who bad elie been ordered to roinforc* General
MoCall'a force*, arrived on th* fleld under command Of
Lieutenant Colonel Ripley, and were formed in line
of battle. Two companion.C, Captain Glrouz, and
G, Captain Drew, were oe detached ear rice with Genera'
McCall's division, an l had previouely been out a* picket*
and sklrralibera. Thee* com pen ice bad been stationed
by Colonel Borden two days previoui in antiopatl >n of
the enemy croislng at the point whar* they did actually
doao. Their orders wars not to Are until the enemy ac

tually croeied la forehand thon to retroat firing, in order
to draw them on until ihey rea tied the nil* pita and In.

irenchmeute which bad been previously placod (or th*

purpoe* Biv>ng tbo enomy a warm reoeption. Thnae
orders were carried out to the letter. On tho rebels

appearing and crossing In force they were led

on' by th* retreating aharpibootors, who flred

fired rapidly and fell back, until the Mho;*

euddeniv t.**
- . . tU

worka ud tbs rifla pits la which thay (U>* sharp shoot,
era) had saasonssd themselves. Tbs sharp shootsrs Is
executing this manoeuvre only had two maa wounded
Company Q was subsequently detached to work with the
artillery.
From the time of the arrival of the reinforcemeats the

firing continued without intermission until hair past nine

o'eloek. Such rolliea of musketry, eo sharp, quick sad
incessant, hare never been surpassed in auy battle of
the present war. And the roar of artillery was tremen¬
dous, coi.stunt and deafening. General Griifin* regi¬
ments such fired about twenty thousand rounds.
General Griffin, la tha hottaat of the fire, rode
along the lines frequently, unmindful of the grower of
shot and shell. He wee so pleased with the coolness and
valor of the regiments of his brigade that he remarked
to Captain Ancliinaty, of Gaueral Worth's staff, who also
rode back and forth with him, equally heedless of the
storm of Iron rain and leadan hall, "Good God I what
have I ever done to have such a fortunate inheritance t''
And the men did fight well. They drove back the enemy
in front of them. The poelUou or oaah regiment was on

the brow of a hill, happily eacured their comparative
safety from tho musketry of the enemy, while our fire
did great execution in the rebel ranks. This aocounts
for the small list of casualties sustained by this brlgdae.
During the progress of the engagement General

Merrill was activaly moving here and there, superintend¬
ing the disposition of the briga^gs of his division to meet
any contingency that might require their united services.
Of course it will be understood that General Fits John
Porter, who Is never so much et home sa when super¬
vising an exci ing battle, was omaiproeent.

CXXEKAL M'CLSLlaM ON IBS F1SLD.

During the most part of the firing General MeCteUan
was on the field. His presence did much to inspirit the
men, and they doubtless fought with more determined
resistance than, perhaps, they would have done other¬
wise, considering the odds against than. Gen. MoCloilan
expressed himself perfectly jatisfied with the day's
work, and complimented Generals McCall and Moral! in
person tor the handsome manner la which they had
managed tbslr men.
The boys bad won tbs day and tha praise of their

conunandora, and were satisfied.
RXUBL FOKOSS.

According to the statements or prisoners, tha bulk of
the enemy comprised Gan. Hill's division, mostly Geor¬
gia and South Carolina regiments. They had twenty
thousand men In the action. It was the same party who
annoyed Gen. Stoneman in the morning in ths direction
of Hanover Court House.

tbs posers lo niatrr.
AU our men are sleeping on their arms to-ntght. It Is

expected that the engagement will ha renewed In the
morning. Meantime those who are not sleeping are at¬
tending to ths wounded and dying who survive the day's
slaughter.

THE SECOND DAY.

I* TUB FlICLD NBAS TDK CniCKAHOMLVT, June 27.10 P. M.
TIm Potomac army U seeing active service enough

now to nuke up for the masterly inactivity of months
past. At every call to duty in the field, and face to face
contending with the enemy, most nobly do the men rally
to the work. To day another battle has been fought by
our gallant Union troops.another glorious victory to be
added to the brilliant records of Wednesday and Thurs
day. Each new day's fight only shows more strikingly
the stern and patriotio stuff our soldiers are made of;
that they are gradually fulfilling the brightest expects
lions entertained or them, and that they must be in¬
vincible against any force the enemy can aend against
us. I call to-day's battle s victory, for so it is set dowu
by those claiming to understand the purpose of the
movement. It is possible we got more than we bar¬

gained for; and there is ground for tho detractors of
General McCleilan, who.in the depths of their hatred of

him, would, doubtless, many of them, rather see our

army lose s battlo than lhat*hc should win it.to allege
defeat as the result of the day's struggle. Giving up ground
that we had held, and burning commissary audammuni
tion stores while listing from a pursuing enemy, looks 1 iko
defeat. But it was not defeat.it was part and parcel 01

a strategic plan. We gave up ground that it was deemed
inexpedient, with the forco at command, te hold any
lunger. Our retrograling column fell back to a

specified point, made a stand there.fought to

hold ths point as thoy had been told to do-

fought firmly, bravely, furiously, as it was known
they would.held the position against greatly superior
numbers, snd hold it now. The enemy fought despe¬
rately. It was evidsnt they appreciated tho importance
of the contest. Bat thetr desperate valor and keen ap¬
preciation of the value of victory were not a sumcle.it
match for the steady, uulliuchlng eo duets and courage
of our men. Their ilghtiug was the wild lashings of the

tiger whose power of fury is nearly expended. Our fight¬
ing waa the slow, determined, crushing hug of the ana¬

conda upon the victim writhing witfaialts folds.
Our loss in to-day's fighting it estimated at twelve

hundred.killed, wounded snd missing; that of ths
enemy is deemed much greater. There is no trusting
estimates now, however. Of to-day's contest no de¬
finite rosults can be given. Should all the floating rumora
be credited, whole regiments would be recorded as no

more, and entire brigslas be swept out of being. It U
certain that to-day's battlo has been one of the fiercest
fought in front of thu rebel capital. Sfany officers
lie cold In clay to-night, haviug heroically fallen at the
bead of their commands. Soldiers unambitious of shoulder
streps snd chevroug, have reaped the richest reward of
the ambitious patriot.death in defence of their couutry.

In the state of confusion ucd excitement prevailing to¬

night, I can only attempt to give a general outline of the
cay's work. No one oould do more than thle, and the
result of ths sitempt even must, of necessity, be un

satisfactorily vagaa and indefinite. It will take two or

three days before anything like accurate details can be

given, and througa such details proper credit accorded
to the different divisions, brtgados and regiments en¬

gaged In the ac;loa It Is universally yielded that every
regiment taking pa-t in the fight conducted itself valor-
ously,so that there is this omsoUtlou, that in this re¬

gard there ia no danger of detracting from the credit duo
the men either now or in subsequent fuller accouuls.

ouxn or ths turns.

How tills battle occurred, and tin particular object of

it, should oe distinctly stated la the outset. It wui
part of tbs grand march on Richmond. Tor some time

past, as is well known, General Fits John Porter's corps,
comprising Genertli McCall'e, Morell's and Sykos' divi¬
sions and lbs ressrts batteries, have been stationed this
side of lbs Cbickateminy.that U, on tbs opposite side
from Richmond, wills the other divisions of tbs army
bare been across tte river, close upon the rebel capital.
Tbls disposition of our forces bas compelled us to keep
op a lengtby tins of dafence from Mechanicsville for
¦.veral miles this side ef the river to Cold Arbor, Old
Church and bey«od. Although held In reserve, this
oorps, exporlenci baa shown, 1st case ef an engagement
across the river, ;ould not be brought Into action without
jeopardising moie than the advantage to be gained from
their sudden w;tbdrnwnl In nn emergency. For In-

¦tanee, In the great battle at Fair Oaks, our men were

submitted to tbefearful ordeal of llatanlng to the can¬

nonading and roar of muskatry without the ability to

go to the relief cf the elosely pressed troops so near us.

Our tents, ammunition and storaa could not ba left be
hind without a nmrlOoe too greet to be thought of. It
was seen that at our treepa must be puehed across tha
rivar, and the line of defence this side abandoned. In
the meantime It WM deemed deelrable to

open on eigogement with the rebel forces
facing our rtgl>t, draw them In pursuit, and if impossible
to bog tbera ttrough their coming upon us in too strong
foree.proos vith our left wing with corresponding and
psrhapa ovarvbslmlng vigor upon Richmond itself, tbs
great clUdel * the enemy's strength, 'it lc certain tbst

tbe enemy hiverollowed in larger force than wo. -ollci-

pated ; but 1. Is equally certain tbst they have not boon
allowed to fallow rariber tbst It wae designed to allow
litem. Tbe alter part of the programme.tbe pressure
upon Richmond with our centre aud left.ti is said, will
be enterod ipoa to-morrow. There is another pert of the

programm* which I am not at liberty to unfold.a change
inthebaseof our army's operations. If the flgbt thus
far has not developed tbe utility of the new plan, a Tow

day* more at farthest, and posiibly a single day, will re-

vaal It. Our troope on'.escrosstheCbicksbomlny.snd tbe
rebal arm; cannot follow after us. Like the bridge of

Isidt, a smtll force csu resist the passage or the bridges
against vastly superior numbers. This accomplished,
aud the enemy ihut off from molesting us In tho rear,

I all that rema isi for our army to do is to press with
united an I invincibla strength upon Richmond, and

make her ours, as she sooner or later must be.a result
I cannot torbet 'Mating, in this connection, that must
bate been accomplished long before this bad not General
McCltllan'S army been crippled of lis strength through
Congressional Intormeddllng.

OlWUSK'KMKjrr Of TUB DAV'S

Shortly after the c! >s» of Thursday's fl^ht came an

o Icr rom General Mo leMan to 'leusial Fits John Pur-

tor, directing the withdrawal of his oorpa to a position
two miles this side of Galons' M'U, ths ground wa sow

occupy. At three o'olock A. M. ths moving bsolc af ths

corps, whs had bssa sleeping on their arsis All sight,
began. General McCall, in aceordancs with instrucaioos,
opened with his artillery upon the enemy. The latter
thought this the renewal of the preceding day's fight,
and returned a vigorous response from their guns. Shot
and shall flew in antagonistic directions with dangerous
ltvsllness. Gradually Gan. McCall's troops withdrew,
which, ths enemy naturally mistaking for a victory oa

their side, caused them to follow on in hot haste. Of
oouree our rear oolumn yielded the ground elowly, the
more to make the enemy believe that thoy were being
beaten. Meantime Gen. Sykee* division led the retreat¬
ing column, followed by Gen. Morell'e division. Along
the advance there were but little Indications of a retreat.
Ths men moved ciowly, and all, ignorant of thie back¬
ward movement, were anxious to know the oause of it.
"We are not beaten, are we?" eegerly asked a Fourth

Michigan boy.
"Faith, no I Don't ntvor b'lavo yon are whipt till you

are whipt yourself," responded a gallant son of Tippora-
ry and lighting "mimber" of tha Ninth Massachusetts
regiment. "An' sure we are afther only drawing the
ribole oa." ^

And so it was; and the rebels continued to come on,
a mutual cannonading being continually kept up. The re¬
treat was decidedly against ths will and wishss of the
bulk of our treops. AH fed fully oonfident of their abi
lity to maintain the position they had gained the previ¬
ous evening. There was no resisting orders, and so on
came batteries, regiments in marching erdar, a cortege
of ambulances, stragglara, convalescents, contrabands,
and a miscellaneous ooterie of outsiders, who always
maasge to be in close proximity to a moving army.

BURNING COMMISSARY HTORSR ARB AMMUNITION.

I do not know whether it happened from an unaccount¬
able blunder, and I have not yet found any one able or

willing to oxplain U, but soon a huge column of smoke
arose from near the late headquarters of Gsneral Sykos,
and on the ground occupied by the Second brigade of
General Morell's division. At tho former plaoo a large
quantity of commisary stores were set on Are, and at the
latter place commisary stores and ammunition. The
rolling up of the huge amokey wreaths Increased no

doubt the belief of .the enemy that our retreat was a
necessitous one ; it certainly added to the oagerness of
tlieir pursuit. I should here state that Goneral McCIol-
Und had previously ordered the removal of all tents and
commissary and quartermaster's stores across the Chick,
uhomiuy. This order was given on Thursday, before the
first attack on the oueiny by General McCall, and shows
the object to have been a concentration of all our troops
on the other side of the river, in accordance with the
programme alluded to above.

WHISKav turned TO GOOD ACCOUNT.
The recent order, ousting off the whiskey rations, left

quite an accumulation 01 barrels of this precious fluid
at the Sedbnd brigade commissary headquarters. Lieut.
Broadhead, Acting Brigade Commissary, turned the fluid
to good account. After emptying some of It on his stores
to inauro their si>eedy burning, his attention was called
to the large chapel tent of the Ninth Massachusetts regi¬
ment, still standing. This tent is about the size of a cir¬
cus tent. The enemy were in sight. Its removal was a

work of hazard. Father Skully asked him, If possible, to
get it removod.
"Do you see that chapel tent?" Lieutenant Breadhead

uked a dozen or more soldiers, who were looking on

wistfully at his waste of whiskey.
"We do," wag the unanimous response.
"Here, give me your oanteens, and I'll Ml them with

whiskey, and you go and remove that tent across tho
bridge."

Oil cam* the canteens, and off wont tho moo. The
chapel tent was saToi/ removed.

DK8TKOY1NG THK UHIDUO AT GAINS3' MILLS.

Hardly had tho chapot tout boarors crossed tho bridge
.it Gaines' Mills when a squad of axemen appeared to
cut It down. The bridge Is about twenty feet wide and
some fifteen feet above the water. The blows came
down rajHd and hard; one sideof It soon lay angular-wise
In the wator. There was only one other way for tho
enemy to croEs here, a narrow foo^ath leading over the
dam adjacent. Of oourse he could not move his artillery
over this narrow viaduct, and the only thing he could do
was to plant his pieces on the opposite bank,and send
ills shells over in our direction. This he at once proceeded
to do, at the same time waiting for the construction of a

means of transit for his cauuon. The latter piece or
work was prosecuted with some difficulty, as the Ninth
Massachusetts regiment biased away at tbem from their
muskets with destructive offset. Our cannon, too, were

not backward in responding to tut rebel grape and cau-

ulater.
ADTAXCB TO OL'a FINAL POSITION.

From this point our retreating column started on in

the same order as heretofore, but soon branching off
into divergent roads. General McCall's division, and
the troops under General Sykes, wont byway of Gold
Arbor, wbile General Morell's men and the batteries
took . diagonal road leading to Kidd's mill. Soon the
designated place for halting was roachsd. During the
latter part of the march there was leas disturbance from
rebel cannon and muskets, although they kept within
respectable distance, till our men passed into the
woods skirting the oorn Holds and fallow land extending
back from the ravine through which runs the creek and
pond furnishing the water power to Dr. Gaines' Mill,
beyond those woods the rebels did not show theraselvv*
for some time afterwards. It was about ten o'clock when,
what afterwards proved to be, the field of the day's con¬

test was reached. It will he seen frbm tbia that over

six hours were consumed in the backward inarch from
tho scene of the preceding day's contest.a distance al
together of less than six miles. Ths time occupied shows
the Judicious slowness of eur retreat.

Till FIELD or BATTLS.

The field of battle la a large one. Like Virginia land
ofeimllarareainthlevicinity.it la made up diversely
of level meadows, undulating grain fields, woods, thick
with underbrush and clear of It, and marshes and
ravines. There are three large farm houses, oach in
shiht of the other, each on a abided hill, and each get
up In the Inevitable Virginia style of huge outdoor chim¬
neys at either end. These were first used as head
quarters by Generals Porter, MoCall and Morel), but after
ward* converted Into hospitals. Tho open country, lon¬
gitudinal In shape, Is enveloped with woods. This open
specs is nearly two miles in length, and allttleovora
mile in width. Two-thirds are high rolling land and
the remainder bottom lend and marsh. I enclose a dia¬
gram, from which a very intelligible Idea of the
ground may be obtained,and the poiition of the oppos¬
ing forces during the most of the fight. It will be seen,
however, from whet ensues that our troops and those of
the rebels exchanged petitions two or three times
during the day, aceerdlng as the tide wavered for or

against the con lending belligerents.
OCR ORDSRS.

From ftea. McClellan the order to Gen. Porter was to
draw up hi* men in line of battle in tbia field, plant bla
baiter lea in the moat eligible poaltlona, and not yield the
ground on any condition. Gen. Porter eeeayed to carry
out tbia ooaanaand, and be did It, in the end, moat auo-

ceeefully.
arrsaiuxcn aaroaa ni nan.

By eleven A. M oaeb division and brigade, and regi¬
ment and gun waa in its place, dome were in the broad,
open field, and some under cover of the woods and hill¬
sides. The whole presented an animated spectacle.the
glorious Stars and Stripes floating In every direction;
bright bowitsers and bayonets glistening In the sun.

light; batteries in readiness far action; cavalry compa¬
nies eager for dashing cnarges; generals and
tbslr staffs In ull uniform on their capari¬
soned borees, unmindful of the dangerous tar¬

gets for the enemy's rifles their showy uolforms and

equiue decorations made them, and regiments of infan¬
try with their arms stacked to be grasped and used at a
moment's notice. It was Intensely hot. If men suffered
then, what must tbey have suffored when the contest for
life and victory waxed hot and hotter a short time af¬
terwards, and when to the discomfits of heat ware added
those of dust and smoke ?

tnt a.vruT ora* HRK--ot*a orsxtxo anroxsa.

It was known if the enemy couticued their pursuit It
must be from the dlrectior of Gaines' Mill. According¬
ly, a line of pickets waa formed In the wood in our rear.

Everything remained very tranquil Tor over an hour.

The arbor tauts. two daya before vacated by General
Butterliald'a brig >de, were filled with eoldtem smoking,
talking and catching forty wluksuf aieep.aa compoosa
lion for their early morning rising. Every sbede had
its reclining coterie of aohlier*, also laying In a stock of
comfort and rest. An occasional creek of m i«ketry In

the woods told or the enemy being atill near. Pretty
soon tbey become more frequent. At length thnra came
a volley and the roar of artillery. Beth proceeded from
the enemy. Tiiey had opened fire upon us. Three shells,
In quick succosslon,c*mq whirling through ths tree* In

front or the house used as General Morrei'a headquar¬
ters. The Virginia proprietor nearly lost his wits
from intensity of fright, and a benighted kuight of the

quill, who was actively attempting to describe imiln
.null with the rapidity of Uk'lr ooourrenoe, lost km
ink and bin tnolinnlion for thle scvt of thing. It U to bw
hoped hn may not loan bit situation in eousequenoo*
Tbo shells aaattered tUamselvea about with Indaortml-
nnta partiality alaawbera.a shower of leaden bail, mora
pleasant to raad about than to be I tie oubjeot of ita pitW
lean potting.
Tbe Oral artillery firing came from the woods trial oi

General Murol'a headquarters. Thta waa quickly foiled-'
ed by cannonading from tbe roada oo the right. Our
betterioa blazed away la return. Thia thing waa kept
up for eome time, with no apparent effect on either
aide. It waa a aort of mutual feeling on each aide.not
that feeling that makes us woadroua kind, but from
whioh wondrous wisdom Is attsmptod to be eliminated*
It was evident tbe enemy waa gathered in strong force
In there woods, and ware determined to bold tbene.
Boldly and steadily, like veterans of the battle field, our
men pushed up to theee woods and fired Into them. Vol¬
ley after volley was fired, end yet no seeming impres¬
sion wss made sad no yielding of tbe enemy. Our ftrlnf
brought down the rebels, it is true, by sooras, tbe shat¬
ter of tbe troea waa even no protection for them; but as
feat as one fell another fillod the vacanoy. And so M
waa on our aida. Our boys gradually want up to tbs
woods and than Into them. For nearly an hour an In¬
cessant firing was kept up at these two potato. At length
our man withdraw, fS hopes to draw tba enemy out.
The withdrawal took place, as If oompulsory, on acoounk
of the vigor of tbs enemy's firing. In thsse woodW
wore sounded the fcndll of many a departed soul.

anaiNwiMa or tub osmhral a.voaaiKmra,
Between three and four o'clock tba general ongags*.

meat began. The taking oo nets of time, except froim
Its loss, ia ordinarily true. There la no taking note of
time, however, In tbe excitement oT battle. I was neve#
so astonisned as whsa I looked at my watob and saw 11
wassoven o'clock. There had been three boura and
mora or fierce and determined battle; it aeemod lass thaa
one hour. The ear was full of tbo roar of oanuon and
musketry, and shouts of the men; moving artillery, and
regiments, and smoke had filled the aye. What hod
been dans in these three hoursi No one can toll. Tbo
Commanding General, could you catch his ear, might tell
bis orders, but be could tell no moro. He who notes the
sparrow as It falls to tbo ground alone know the event*
of those throe hours, the names of those whom bullet eg
shell or bayonet had called to their final account.those
who lay gasping and dying from mortal wounds, those
who had boen taken prisoners; in short, ths fluctuating
fortunes of the contest. A colonel cannot tall you even
about his own regiment, much less a private, and leased
still a reportortal looker on, whose memory or the order,
directing a oivllian, ba he a newspaper correspondent ot
any other man to keep in the rear, Is sure la the beat oi
battle to ba miraculously koen. The firing on both sides
was terrific. Attompts wars made to break through both
our right and left, but both wore successfully repulsed,

a Rssnra.

A'respite comes. And now the result or the short en*

gagemont Is partially revealed. Bodies of the slain lay
about In every direction. Borne on stretchers and pro*
trate in moving ambulances and on the ground are meg
covered with blood and every wound lnotdent to the
battle Held. Dwellings and boras and sheds are convert¬
ed into temporary hospitals. We hear of officers who
have been killed and privates who have bravely met
their death in the face of the enemy. We hear reoounW
od the valorous exploits of this and that regiment and
this and that offloor; we are told of dozens of regiment!
that have been cut to pieces, of cross firings and tranche*
rous slaughter through false displays of the Union flag.
Who shall be disbelieved? What shall be believed, and
what not? As I have said above, all these details oag
only bo gathered within a day or two after the fight, and
oven then can only be reliably reooudted after the offi¬
cial reports are made.

RBXEWAL OS Tim FIGHT
The fight was shortly reaewod again. It was evident

the enemy had been reinforced. They were bolder is
their demonstrations, and now came rushing rrom the
woods. Our men. were ready to meet them, and agali
there was desperate fighting.this time more dosperatg
than before. The mutual yells of the men as they adi
vanoed to fire upon one another could be heard above tbf
roar of the artillery. This was the most exciting and
earnest fight of the day. The cannon let fly grape, ehel
and aanlster; the volleya of musketry were incessant,
-.nJ dashing charges and counter charges were made with
uold impetuosity. No battle was ever more earnestly
fought. Officers and men acquitted themselves with
:;reat gallantry.
At pus time our columns pushed the enemy from thelt

i>osition, and then the latter came back with overwhelm
ing force on our troops. Our men gave way but for .
moment. With a yell and a bound thoy would dash
again at the enemy. I am satisfied from the reoitala ol
avery one that, for deeds of porsonal daring, no battle oi
the present war oan present more numerous or notable
examples. I only regret my inability at present to mam
thoir heroism and names known to tho public.

ARRIVAL or RKI.VFORCKMRKTS.
As mentioned above it, was evidont that the enemy

had been relnforoed. The freshness and vigor of thott
fighting showed it, and the statements of prisoners con¬
firmed it. They greatly outnumbered .¦os. Only one
course remained to prevent defeat, and that wag
asking for reinforcements. They were asked
for a id given. I do not know tho exact order of theii
coming, but bofore the day's work ended there had oom
across the Cblckahominy to our aid General Sloe urn's
division, and Generals Palmer, French and Meagher'e
brigades, besides two or three deputations of cavalry.
The fresh arrivals gave new impetus to tho struggle. The
now men, like those they aided and relieved, fought
with the courage and desperation of old and well trained
troops. General Meagher's men went into the fight
with ooats off and sloeves rolled up, and fought with tha
Qerceness of tigera. All of Genoral Palmer's men wore

sirawtliats. They made these hats risible in the thickest
of the tight. Their utility as a mark as night adeanoed,
and tip) air grew darker, I am afraid lost more than oat
[>oor fellow his life. I make signal mention of this brk
gads,hot that they fought bolter tban any others In lbs
tight, but because of their conspicuousneas on the Held.
Duryea's Zouava, too, were allko conspicuous on account
of their uniforms. They fought, as did all the regulars
under Gen. Sykes.to whose brigade they are sow st>*
tached.with undaunted courage.

a.oaa or tbk day's won.
The sun want down in brightness and beauty. Its ds.

parting rays shed their twilight hues upon the contest ol
carnage still going on. It was hair-past nine o'clock
when the Bring ceased and the day's work of battle was
over. We compelled the enemy to retreat, and bold the
ground we were told to hold. The closing Bring wan
between the enemy and Gen. Smith's dirislon, on our
left.

STAMrtnas.
Some of our soldiers, the wearied, reliered and stray,

glen, near the house occupied as General McCatl's head¬
quarters, took occasion to get panto stricken twice in thn
afternoon, thinking that the enemy were pressing too
close upon them for personal safety. They went ske¬
daddling down tha hill lsadlng to the Woodbury bridge
with s rapidity highly complimentary to their power of
locomotion. For a time, In the mad rush of teamsters
and clrlllans there was promise ef a second edition el
Bull run. In the latter stampede they met with a tnus-

keied and bayooetted guard, who gars the soldier*
among the fugitives the alternative of a return to their
regiments or a bayonet thrust. They accepted the former
alternative. It will be understood that this panic wen

confined to s few. Had not vigorous measures been
taken, however, to nip it in the bad, disastrous results
might possibly here ensued.
At the time of this psnie the enemy wsrsmaMay,

ssomlngly, tbetr final desperate ellbrt. They repeatedly
attempted to force our men Into the low ground between,
the bill and the bridge. They saw what was to bs gain,
sd by accomphablog this object. Before eur entreating
oolumn could have erossed that long, narrow bridge,
tens of thousands must bars been slaughtered.. The ad*

jacent marsh 's impassible, and to hays' attempted
ii would only have been to meet another kind of death.,
The enemy, Indeed, almost reached tha brow of tbwhtlk
Mad pursuit and dsslrustloa of eur wen seemed Vital-
seat. It was at this time Goners) Meagher's{brigade
earns to the rescue. Tla addition to our foror« caused
the eeeroy to fall back. The this in the affhlr at tha day
was cbsngsd. The day was ears thenceforth.

van stuskotb or oca ronces.

In the fore part of the day only General Tlta Jonu Tor.
tar's corps was engaged oo our aids. Mis troops, with
the reinforcemoots cussing over afterward, must have
swelled"Uf aurubore to aUosn forty-fl*/* thousand rnea.
That our troops fought well and glor tously, I am obliged*
to state In this letter, In gensrnl tewme. 1 am unable to
enumerate all the regiments and batteries eng..god, and
give them in this letter, hurriedly and necessarily im¬
perfectly written, the praise itbey deserve. 1 snow thin
much, that we had Ofly-fout regiments In the action It
will he understood, of eourse, that they were not all full
».- Disease and sntsgeyients In foriaar


